EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY DRESS

more fantastic than those of the ladies. It was at this
particular period that the Macaronis made their appearance
with their striped stockings, long tight knee-breeches, short
coats, striped waistcoats, absurdly high cravats, and high
piled wigs surmounted by a ridiculous little tricorne hat
only a few inches in size.

The most striking feature of the extreme fashions of
the 'seventies was the great tightness of fit and a brevity
which undoubtedly gave a definite impression of a child
outgrowing his clothes.

Where previously the coats had hung full and in
flattering lines, they were now frequently cut away so
much in the front that it was quite impossible to fasten the
buttons. The sleeves were extremely tight and finished a
few inches above the wrist so that the frilled shirt might
still be visible. The back of the coat gave the impression of
a beetle with its wings folded tightly back. Collars on
coats had arrived during the 'sixties. They were, however,
quite small and were sometimes worn turned up, completely
covering the cravat at the back of the neck.
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